HANNIBAL RETIRES FROM ROME.
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the Peligni, whence striking southerly by JEsernia, Bovianum
and Herdonia, he reached northern Apulia, and continued
his march towards Tarentum.

The consuls harassed his rear, and Fulvius returned to
take command at Capua. At the Anio, near Tibur, whose
bridge had been broken while Hannibal was occupied in
front of the capital, the Romans attacked him, captured a
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large part of his booty, and gave him a serious check. But
he shortly paid them off. Turning in his tracks a few days
later, he made on their camp a night attack which was so en-
tirely a surprise that it demoralized and nearly broke up their
army. The consuls beat a hasty retreat in far from good
order, nor stopped till they reached a position well into the
mountains. Livy tells us little about it.

Reaching Apulia, Hannibal continued his march through
Lucania, and from here made a rapid diversion into Brut-
tium, against Rhegium, hoping to surprise this town, so im-
portant to him. But disappointed in so doing, he returned
to Tarentum, Here he learned the surrender of Capua fromarly twice his
